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Attorney
Acti vates Op
Shelter Durin

Toll-free hotline will help evacuation shelters determi

whether evacuees are registered sex offenders

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott this week launched Operation Safe Shelter, an emergency
response service that will provide registered sex offender information to evacuation shelter
personnel.

With Hurricane Alex washing ashore, shelters in multiple Texas counties will provide refuge to
fleeing Gulf Coast residents. To aid emergency shelters, raise awareness and protect evacuees,
the Office of Attorney General has activated its-Bdur a day, tolfree emergency hotline that

will allow shelter personnel to inquire whether evacuees are registered sex offenders.

When evacuation shelters contact the Operation Safe Shelter Hotline at (866D3883, law
enforcement officials with the Office of the Attorney General will access and share information
from the stateds registered sex offender da
determine whether any of their evacuees are
offender registry. To ensure thorough database searches, callers need to provide evacuees
names, addresses and dates of birth. Shelter managers can use this information as necessary to
coordinate specialized housing arrangements or take other action as appropriate.

During disasters and times of crisis, emergency shelters provide a safe refuge for fleeing evacu-
ees, Attorney General Abbott said. The Safe Shelter Hotline will help ensure that emergency
volunteers and staff are properly informed when registered sex offenders are present in their
shelters. We are grateful to the Texas Department of Public Safety and the staff at the State
Operations Center for their assistance.

Effective immediately, the Safe Shelter Hotline will be operational 24 hours a day and will con-
tinue until emergency conditions subside. In addition to the telephone number listed above,
emergency shelters will be provided anmrail address and fax line that they can use to submit
evacuee information to the OAG. Operation Safe Shelter reflects a cooperative effort between
the OAG, Department of Public Safety and the State Operations Center.

Texans may also call the OAGG s-80lb tosepomiprice Co m
gouging on necessities, including groceries, clothing, medical supplies, lodging, repair work, and
fuel during and after Hurricane Alex. For more information about scams targeting Texans fol-
lowing emergencies, visit www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/hurricane.

FOR OTHER ITEMS ASSOCIATED WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS,
ACCESS OAG NEWS RELEASES ONLINE AT WWW.TEXASATTORNEYGENERAL.GOV.
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Side Notes:

Viewing October 15t - 10th
Reception October 10th, 5-8pm

THE
CLOTHESLINE

PROJECT

@ Coffee Groundz
2503 Bagby Street
Houston, TX 77006
For Reception RSVP: amcdonough@amacsolutions.com

biala 2 &k 212 2 & 244
Save the Date:

OHar mony Experience: Hi
Benefiting Asians Against Domestic Abuse

When: Friday, 10/8/10

Time: 11:30ar:30pm

Where: Hilton Post Oak
Honoree: Dee Koch

Lunch * Live Entertainment * Live and Silent Auction
Sponsorship levels range $750815,000
Individual Tickets: $100.00

YERWOROVORCWORCWONCWONC

LS 3334
LS 323 4

AADA PRESS
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SHATTERED LIVES:
HOMICIDES, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ASIAN F AMILIES

AN ARRAY OF DATA ONTHE DEATHS AND COMPLEX HARMS CAUSED BY ABUSERS WHO KILL.

Some key findings:

1 In a sixyear period, 160 cases resulted in 226
fatalities, of which 72% were adult homicide
victims, 10% were child homicide victims, and
18% were suicide deaths.

1 Three types of homicides dominated: intimate
partner homicide with 81 cases, intimate partn
homicidesuicide with 34 cases, and nottimate |
family killing with 25 cases.

Eaad
1 78% of victims were women and girls, 20% we
men and boys, 2% unknown.

1 83% of perpetrators were men, 14% were
women, 3% unknown. el

1 68% of victims were intimate partners (current,
estranged, or expartners).

1 Almost onethird of total homicide victims were wives.

1 Children were the second largest group of homicide victims and the primary victims of
familycides.Over two-thirds of all children killed were age 5 and below.

T Per pet r-lants and padents of girlfriends were the third largest group of victims.

9 118 out of 184 victims were killed in the home.

The Asian & Pacipc |Islander American Health Forum (APlaadHF) infl u
organizations to improve the health of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders.
For more information, please visit: http://www.apiahf.org/
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The Advocates Corner

oWould you | ike to h;

It was dinner time and | was ready to eat anything the waiter would put in front of me, be it chicken, beef or any
high protein combination of SOMETHI NG! But my client

She looked restless, shifting her eyes around the restaurant, looking more and more embarrassed and uncomforta-
ble. | forgot about my protesting stomach and took a couple of deep breaths while | waited some more.

| have been with this client since eight in the morning, interpreting and explaining to her every detail about what

was going on with her case at court, going through the horrors of her many years of abuse, detailing the protective
order proceedings, filling out forms, requesting copies of her incident police reports, transferring her to a shelter to
make sure sheods saf e, al | the while |Iistening to her

It was an emotional roller coaster of a day for both of us. | was physically exhausted and mentally depleted of any
more positive attitude. She was going through a never ending nightmare and it was my job to hold her hand as she
woke up. It is a job that | assigned myself, as an AADA advocate volunteer, years ago when | saw the tremendous
need in my community, and decided that | can spare some of my time to help.

So | just sat there, surrounded by appetizing aromas, stomach churning and nerves tightly stressed waiting for my 37
yearold mother-of-four client to make a decision by herself probably for the first time in many long years. As | sat
pretending to carefully study the menu to give her more time | realized how we tend to take so many things for
granted. The many freedoms that we exercise each day without even processing their importance or how lucky we
are to have them in the first place. This woman was not able to make the simplest decision on what to eat in her
present state of mind. How did she reach this point? What mind altering process did her abuser use to reduce her

to this level of mental handicap?

She finally | ooked up atl ®wnel whaheawhet vposdsmi havangd

As an advocate for a victim of domestic abuse this was the beginning of a very long road in our relationship. She
needed me to tell her what to eat, just |ike sheds b
the journey with her on that same level of dependence. As much as | wanted to take charge and dictate to her so
wecaneatf coul dndét | et her go down that road with me. |
been unwillingly relying on for survival for so long.

After a good 15 minutes of sipping water and munchin
not capable of making a decision yet. | was too hopeful, and | had to do something to end this limbo. So | extended
my hand to touch hers and gently said: OEverything i
chicken. o

I could tell that she was relieved, so | proceeded to make the order. | figured that since she talkstbpall day
about her horror, that she might want to enjoy her meal in relative silence. So | avoided asking questions, or making

remar ks about her | ife past or one to be. She actual
many unknowns in her immediate future. It was relaxing to both of us. | dropped her off at the shelter afterwards

and she gave me this long hug. | promised |3l come
Iltds been eight months now since that dinner, and my
with her and a protective order under her belt, she has a job, she moved into an apartment in a safe neighborhood,
she has a family | awyer whodés pleading her divorce ¢c
finding a decent enough car, shef&s going to night sc
to help her healing process. Shef6s come a very |l ong
any of her accomplishments are directly due to my ef

termination, her effort and her command on her life. | was just the person who opened the door, invited her to
step in and gave her the freedom to make her own dec



TEEN DATING
VIOLENCE:
FOR PARENTS

Has your child begun to date? Do your kids get bullied at school or on their sports teams? Maybe neither of the
above scenarios describe you, but you just want to know some good talking points when discussing healthy relation
ships with your kids; now or in the future. You don
your kids about what a healthy relationship and alternatively an unhealthy relationship looKallki. your kids

about realistic expectations and boundaries they should establish with their said partner.

Since junior high and high school relationships can
itds especially important to talk to kids at an ear
contact is appropriate. Sometimes abusive relationships can be difficult for young people to recognize. Most
oviolentdéd teen dating situations tend to be more em
the characteristics of emotional abuse.

Isolation. Nobody else is invited into their relationsh@not friends, family, or work acquaintances. Teens often
get wrapped up in Obeing in lovedéd for the first tim

Intimidation. Intimidation is intentional behavior which would cause a person of ordinary sensibilities fear of injury
or harm. | like to use the example of a couple fighting. One partner backs another person to a wall. The predator
punches the wal/l next to the victimbés head. While t
and maintain power and control over the victim.

Sexual Coercion. Sexual coercion exists along a continuum, from forcible rape to nonphysical forms of pressure
that compel girls and women to engage in sex against their will. The touchstone of coercion is that a woman lacks
choice and faces severe physical or social consequences if she resists sexual advances.

Minimizing. Mi ni mi zi ng occurs when a predator commits abu:
t

|l didndt hit you that hard... | didnd even | eave a
bringing it up?6 o0You make such a big deal out of vy
Blaming. A predator triestoblames hi ft gui lt onto the victim. o0l woul
think you were talking to someone el se! 6 o0l woul dno

worried about you. 6

Stalking. Stalking ifny repetitive, obsessive, or unwanted contact or behavior that threatens or places fear in the

victi m. I tell kids that iIitds sweet to get a | ove n
when they start receiving the notes multiple times
t hat should be alarmed and | et a parent or other tr

Textual -Harassment . A single text message is enough to meet the definition of textual harassment if the texter
threatens physical harm or is obscene. If the text does not fall into either of these catedbemesages must be
repeated to be considered textual harassment. In Texas, inappropriate use of electronic devices used to harass
someone is considered a Class B Misdemeanor according to the Texas Penal Code.
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CONTACT AADA

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 420776
Houston, TX 772420776

Helpline:
(713) 3398300
Office: Dear Friends,
7139743743
Mon-Fri
10am4
ORI As always, AADA would
Find Asians Against like to extend our
Domestic Abuse on .

Facebook! sincerest thank you to all
Visit us online at: of our volunteers, donors
TR CCITSeI and supporters. Without

Office email: community support and

aadaorg@yahoo.com

the countless volunteer
hoursi clients would be
deprived of the valuable
direct services they so
desperately need.

Sincerely,
AADA Leadership and Staff

AADA PRESS



